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FIRST JAPANH#SE TO GO TO sORWA SINCH wND OF WAR 


This summer two students and 6 psstor attended an International 

Work Camp in Korea. They were Fujiya sawashima and Noriko Hiramoto 
of ICU end Kev. Shinobu Saito of Kamete Church. Mr. Saito commented 
on the werm reception they received in skoree. wlany newspaper men 
PoGetemeranmen were at the airport to cover their arrival. The 
‘minister of welfare, the governor and the police chief came to 
Visit them and take them sightseeing. He was impressed by the en- 
'Chusiasm of the Koreans in their construction for the future and 

a ohear conurtbutions to church building. One church had a library 
end dormitory which hed been built with the largest proportion com- 
ing from the people themselves. He was also deeply impressed by 
‘the fect that many of the laymen end leaders who are very active 

‘in the churches came from North Korea where they were persecuted 

and fled south for religious freedom. (Kyoshi no Tomo, October 


1960) 


The following is a translation from Kyokai Seinen, November 
1960, quoted in full. It was written by Noriko Hiramoto of ICU. 


ereesummermyras one .of the first Japanese who went to Korea 
eiter'’the war, 1 hed fellowship with sorean students in our Lord 
through the International Ecumenical Work Camp in Korea. In May 
i received an invitation to the 9th Heumenical Work Camp from the 
Korean Christian Council through the Youth Commission of the United 
Church of Christ in Japan. The Youth Commission thought it might 
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be impossible to get visas for Korea because of the political situa- 
tion between the two countries, but at last we obtained them through 
the devoted efforts of the Korean Christians. When I received the 
wonderful Easter I thanked God that. the efforts in the Lord are cer- 
teinly er ed.end thet.we are one in the name of Jesus Christ, 
‘lthough tee are no friendly relations between our two countries. 


The Ecumenical Work Camp, sponsored by the sorean Christian 
council and the Health and Welfere Ministry, was held et Inchon, 
3 smell. viliege located about 35 miles south of Seoul, from, August 
5th to the 26th. The campers worked on s new resettlement project, 
“6 social center for Korean refugees. Campers were from the United 
suetes, India, Okinewe, Korea and Japan, 35 people in all. Most 
of them were students, but a pastor, a medical doctor, a nurse and 
some missionaries were includea in the group. Although we came 
from different POWNET LER ; the bonds be ee each. camper were, close. 
Our cay began with PPTL LE worship at 6 o! Back and finished with 
prayem, Mecting scv.10;0'clock in the evening... Every day passed 
with thanks and encouragement. 


My first impression of Koreen students was that they were 
much more vwivid-snd cheerful end full of hope and self-confidence 
tnen 1 had expected.  Iheir fight and energy must heve come from 
the strong consciousness and self-confidence which was the result 
of the successful April Revolution, and the building of the new 
fovernment with their own hands.’ The students told us what they 
Po eie revolution, in the mew life movement to exile foreign 
manuiacturing, and in taking an interest in the tuition fee reduc- 
tion movement . Piea@ even ela wey OL talking were full of hope. 
On the other hand, their hate end fear of Communism is so strong 
thet their hope for unity of North and South Korea is actually 
ape seamle, «the, experiaence tnder: the Japanese occupation for 15 
veers, mekes them consider’ the Japanese demand for the return of 
Okinawa as a manifestation of an occupation consciousness that 
still holds. 


Korean students, who have been educes ae Since the wer and 
don't know the Japenese language, esked me to teach them Japanese. 
I feel thet they, more than others, know the necessity of reconci- 
‘liation between Koree and Japan in the scientific, @conomic and 
acedemic pee etd Se Dubathey seem to, feel»diffvicudtiescim thet present 


Semaeeyveena Naye a iéint shacow of uneasiness ebout their future. 
eo he ove many “aes GO think about, such es the conscription 
ystem and vthe employment probiem. 


I found many young people. in ne church, bubuatToheard:there 
ere a lot,of-young people who were baptized only to have social 
recognition because preeebaane: are sein evehiuated, in Korea, 

MOse ot the. Christian campers know thet they should be the ones to 
reconcile with JepeR because they have already been reconciled with 
the,Lord, They know their responsibility for recqneiteet1on be- 
tween. Aorea and Japan. We three Japanese delegates strongly felt 
four erest mission. 


£ feek that) it) was veryimeaningrul and signif icant that our 
Site neice delegates hed fellowship in the Lord with those Korean 
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students who are the support and driving force of future Kores, 

1 pray that God will multiply much fruit from the little seed which 
I found in sores. I also want to thank the people of the Kyodan, 
especially the Youth Commission, who mede it possible for me to 
Be pete in this wonderful camp. 


Gil BRAT ASSEMBLY OF THE KYODAN HilLb OCTOBHH 25 - 28 


Pee ee Gencral Assembly of the United Church of Christ in 
Japan wes held st Fujimicho Church in Tokyo. The opening worship 
service was led by Rev. Isamu Omure, vice-moderator. The sermon 
was given by the moderator, Rev. Keikichi Shirai, who has been 
elected moderstor aegsin. Mr. Omura was re-elected vice-moderator. 


Twenty-seven people were elected to the Executive Committee 
which is composed of 14 ministers end 13 leymen. Among some of the 
well-known laymen elected sre: Mr. Tokutsro Kitamure, Wir. Tamotsu 
Hesegawa and Mr. Motojiro Sugiyame, who are members of the former 
Diet now running for re-election, Professor Ryoichi pucea and 
Professor Mikio Sumiya of Tokyo University. 


Peweveerscne four hundred officiel delegates were asked to 
PUvome one Of three sections on either evsengelism, finences or 
sdministration to consider the reports before they were presented 
On the floor of the Assembly for consideration. We will report 
ie 2vems covered st the Assembly in the next issue. 


Di. KitN ISHIFARA HONORED AT CULTURAL DAY OBSHRVANCH 

Dr. Ishihara, former president of Tokyo Women's College, now 
at Aoyama Gekuin University received @ commemoration from the 
Boveroumen, fOr his contribution to the development of the study of 
Christianity. He graduated from Tokyo University about 55 years 
Pegewemeeer Serving et the University for a while es an essociate 
professor, he went to Tohoku University and about 20 years ago be- 
Bame president of Tokyo Women's College. He is an authority on the 
Neeeoryveor Christisnity end the history of Christian thought. He 
hes written books on the study of Christimity in the Middle Ages 
end on the theology of Schleiermecher. 


Four years ago the lete Mr. Akira Ebisawa received the ssme 
eawerd. 


MISS GLADYS SPENCER, MISSIONARY IN AOwORI DI#S AT AGH OF 63 


Miss Spencer of the Hpiscopal Church, had been a missionary 
baeeomera, the Tohoku Diccese, for over thirty years. She passed 
awey om October 11 sfter en illness of some months. The funeral 
services were held in the Aomori Church end were presided over by 
the Rt. Rev. Timothy Nakemure, bishop of the Diocese and Rev. 
Semuel K. Uemetsu, rector of St. Andrew's Church, Aomori. Over 
500 people attended the service. 


She wss known for her work with children. Over 2,000 children 
pessed through the kindergardens she sterted and were personelly 
known by her. She formed the children into essociations known as 
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"Associations of Hope" - hoping that they might grow into good 
Citizens and if possible good Christians. St. Andrew's Church which 
is now self-supporting, is mede up of many of the former members 

Oe the kindergeardens. 


ene elso used to regularly visit the leproserium near Aomori 
Pee rescue the children born to lepers, quietly placing them in 
ituetions where their beckground would not be known. They are 
10w leeding useful and normal lives. 
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During the war she was imprisoned in the Philippines but 
because of her understanding of Japanese and the languege she was 
Ppie GOeD> Of great help to the other prisoners. The commandant 
Meee 1500 become her friend send visited her after the war. 


. In 1947 she returned to Aomori to resume her work and wes 
happy to discover that the church members had carefully preserved her 
belongings during the war. She would have liked to finish = few 
Morceiignes, but She realized that the end had come and eccepted 

it es an order from God whose orders she had always obeyed. 
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